INTRODUCTION

THE Frogs was produced at the Lenaean festival of
405 B c , about six months aftci the gieat naval
victoiy of Aigimibae , about foui aftei the death of
Euripides , and about two after that of Sophocles
It earned off the prize, the Muses of Phiymchus
being second and the Cleophon of Plato thud, and
" at once took its position, which has nevei since
been challenged, among the masteipieces of the
Athenian diama"0 But it also achieved "the
appaiently unique distinction of being acted a
second tune, and at this second i epi esentation the
poet was ciowned, not with the usual wreath of
Bacchic ivy, but with a wreath made fiom Athene's
sacied olive, an honoui icseived for citizens who
weie deemed to have rendered impoitant sci vices to
Athene's city " "

This exceptional honoui was accoided " not for
its wit and humour, nor yet for what to modem
readeis constitutes its _ pre-eminent atti action, the
literaiy contest between Aeschylus and Euripides,"
but " for the lofty strain of patriotism which
breathed through all its political allusions, and was
especially felt in the advice tendered, obviously
with some misgiving as to the spirit in which the
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